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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

Contacts Baptisms  
 
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.   
 

Weddings 
 
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church 
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates. 
 

Funerals 
 
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Priest-in-
Charge or Church Administrator to arrange your 
requirements.          . 
                                    ******************* 
Visit our website – 
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Priest-in-Charge 
Reverend Kevin Wright 

The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ 
Tel 01278 760844   or Mobile 07764 170463   

e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com 
Friday is the Vicar's day off 

Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter 
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ 

Tel 01278 769082 
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com 

Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00  
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

Churchwardens 
Details can be found in Church porch or on our website. 

 

Keep Safe 
We are all going through totally unknown and very frightening times.  But we are so 
blessed to live in this village, with green fields all around us and a quiet road with 
hardly any traffic, so if we meet on the road (while taking our daily exercise), we cross 
over and greet everyone known and unknown with a friendly word and a smile. 
I would like to thank our Rector Kevin Wright.  He is taking so much care to look after 
his parishioners and for putting online our weekly Sunday service from his house, 
which really is most enjoyable and uplifting. 
To find services each week on ‘YouTube’ please look for ‘Revd Kevin Wright TPOTS’ 
and look for the relevant date.  Available each Sunday from 10am.  “Keep Safe”. SW 

Toddlers 
Just a reminder:  Toddlers is currently suspended until further notice.  
I expect you have been up to all sorts of lovely creative activities.  Have you 
seen the beautiful rainbow pictures displayed in people’s windows?  A real sign 
of hope.  I am enjoying seeing different ones on my walks around the village.  I 
think I saw some of Arianna and Luna’s artwork in their granny’s window.  Brent 

Knoll School has an amazing rainbow banner too with its smiley sun, hot air balloon, 
flowers and even a shark!  Maybe ‘Baby Shark’?  
Monty and Austin have blue and white coloured chalk around the arch of their door in 
support of the wonderful doctors and nurses who are so bravely and tirelessly working for 
us.  Have you been joining in with the clapping on Thursday evenings to support them 
and other key workers?  It may be a bit too late for you. 
Although we are physically apart, we are still thinking of you and would like to say “Happy 
Birthday” to Daisy and Sally who both have birthdays in May - for Daisy it will be her very 
first! 
We are missing you very much and until we meet again, may you, your families, carers 
and friends stay safe and keep well. Jane 

Church Register –  
At Rest Joyce Gwendoline Long 
 Alan Parker and his daughter Nita Brown 
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com) 
Minister Revd. Steve Bennett 

I’m writing this piece just after Easter - an Easter, the like of which I’m sure none of us 
have ever experienced before.  No joining together in Church for feet to be washed 
and the final supper to be shared on Maundy Thursday.  No corporate meditation at 
the foot of the cross on Good Friday.  No joining in celebration at the top of Brean 
Down to watch the sun come up as we offer praise and heartfelt gratitude as we 
remembered Jesus’ resurrection.  No raising of our voices in joy as we joined together 
in our chapel for Easter morning worship. 
But although we were apart, it didn’t mean that we weren’t brought together during 
these incredibly difficult times through our faith.  I know many of us remembered the 
true meaning of the Easter weekend in our own homes, remembering humbly, the 
sacrifice of Good Friday and celebrating, in our own way, in our own homes, the joy of 
Easter Sunday.  I know that many of us would like to say a big thank you to all 
ministers of all denominations who have provided Christians in this area with 
resources which enabled us to worship this Easter, even though we were not 
physically together.  Christian unity indeed. 
We all know that all too many of us are experiencing fear during these times.  Perhaps 
feeling low as we, do the responsible thing and, remain at home where possible.  But 
with that in mind, I would like to share with you words I received in an email from the 
Chalice Well Gardens in Glastonbury.  A multi-faith, all-inclusive charity which opens 
its gardens to all under the umbrella of its motto “Many paths, one source”.  The email 
contained the words of its founder, Wesley Tudor Pole.  Written in 1958, they could 
have been written for the crisis we are going through today: 
“As events unroll, it may be only too easy to give entry into our minds to the two great 
enemies.  Fear and depression.  Bar the gates on them!  On the other hand, welcome 
into the home of your spirit, Faith, Serenity and Courage.  Open your doors widely to 
receive these three good friends, and be at peace.  Realise that the sun never ceases 
to shine, however dark the clouds may be which seem to obscure its light.”. 
There is no “news” from Brent Knoll Methodist Church this month (and possibly for 
many months to come).  There are no services to be advertised, coffee mornings to 
attend nor bible study groups to enjoy.  But the one thing we can all do and are doing 
is pray for the strength to get through these difficult times and to an end to this virus.  
And it will happen.  This will end.  We just need to hold onto those three things 
mentioned in Pole’s writing - Faith, Serenity and Courage. 
Dear friends, to every single one of you from each and every one of us at Brent Knoll 
Methodist Church - we pray for all three - for all of us. 
God bless. Rosemary Krull 

Out Around Brent Knoll 
Here’s one for Brent Knoll News readers that can’t get out around the village.  All you 
have to do is copy this link and you can either watch it or copy and download it.  It’s 
an HD mp4 file. 
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Ag3QmbhRV26og6cLgBr-ayveWHVLog?e=lqrHor 

Steve Russell
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We never forget 
you have a choice
In a market better known for pressure selling 
practices and less than believable offers, 
Kingfisher stands head and shoulders above 
the rest. 

We simply give honest advice and leave you 
to make up your own mind in your own time. 
Our new showroom at East Brent has been 
designed to give customers the chance to 
review options and look at products in a hassle 
free environment where knowledgeable advice 
is always on hand.

8 Mill Batch Farm, East Brent, 
Near Highbridge, TA9 4JN
Tel: 01278 760616 / 01749 671431
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com     
www.thekingfisherfamily.com
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News from the Parish Council  
April 2020 
Continuity of the Parish Council 
We live in very unusual times at present and the Parish Council has made a decision 
supporting the government ruling to suspend all public meetings whilst the COVID 19 Crisis 
continues.  There will be decisions that need to be taken during the emergency and in order 
to facilitate the important actions, the Parish Council has resolved to approve a suspension 
of public meetings and delegating Council powers to the Chairman, Vice Chairman and 
Clerk.  These powers will deal with all day to day decisions including finance.  Clearly it will 
be incumbent upon those with delegated powers to consult where appropriate with all 
members of the Parish Council and certainly with regard to planning decisions, a majority 
view of the members will be sought on all applications before submitting a response from 
Brent Knoll Parish Council. 
Planning Matters  
07/20/00002: Erection of 10 dwellings, on land to the North East of Shrub Farm, Burton 
Row. 
Response: The Parish Council has decided to object to this proposal on the following 
grounds  
(a) Not in keeping with the rural nature of the location specifically 2.5 storey houses. 
(b) The appearance of these properties would not match the local street scene. 
(c) The Design of the properties proposed would be entirely out of character to the rural 

location. 
(d) Environmental concerns with a potential for at least 61 additional people with cars and 

the associated generation of vehicle movements. 
(e) The road safety aspect of this site is a major concern and the exit from it would create 

significant hazards on an already dangerous road. 
(f) There is a significant concern about flood risk and the provision identified for surface 

water run off would not alleviate these concerns.  
(g) Considerable concerns over Privacy of neighbouring properties and the close proximity 

of 2+ storey homes would exacerbate this loss of privacy.  
(h) It is considered by the Parish Council to be over development on a 0.64 acre site. 
(i) The Parish Council took a view that the engagement with them was very poor and 

therefore did not have adequate opportunity to input the process. 
The decision was by a Majority to object to this proposal with 7 members objecting on the 
above valid planning criteria as follows, Cllr Townsend, Cllr Sturgess, Cllr Borland, Cllr 
Freestone, Cllr Harper, Cllr Trivett-Bill and Cllr Knott.  1 declaration of Interest by Cllr Filmer 
and 3 members Cllr Hurkett, Cllr Summers and Cllr Camp supporting the proposal on the 
grounds of affordable housing need.  In view of the majority, the Parish Council would 
strongly request that this application be rejected by the planning authority. 
07/20/00003 
The Parish Council decided to make no observations to this application after a process of 
electronic communication and this was unanimous. 
Brent Knoll Helping Hands 
Owen the Clerk of Brent Knoll has been establishing a support network during the 
COVID 19 crisis.  We have had amazing response from the lovely volunteers in Brent 
Knoll who have already helped many people in the village including Berrow Road.  It is 
expected that the longer this emergency exists, the more demands will be placed on this 
great team of people in the village.  If you need help give Owen a call on 07917 445215. 
A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SUPPORTED OUR FELLOW RESIDENTS 
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News from the Parish Council - continued 
The Village Shop 
There is a committed group of local people attempting to establish the opening of a 
Community shop in Brent Knoll.  The surveys have been completed and are currently being 
analysed to decide on further action that can be taken after the lock down allows.  In the 
meantime, John Matthews is hoping to establish an emergency shop on the premises in 
order to provide villagers with basis needs at this difficult time.  Clearly any such venture will 
require a number of people to assist.  If you feel able to offer any level of support, I feel sure 
that John would be happy to hear from you on john@mathewsandco.co.uk. 
Future Meetings 
There are no planned meetings at present, however the Council will ensure that when things 
return from lockdown, there will be a resumption of normal Council activity. 
Please do keep safe and do the right things to protect yourself and others in this Community. 
 Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Mobile Tel 07917 445 215 

A time to ‘Love our neighbours as ourselves’ 
As I wonder - are you someone who gets everything ready long before you need to; jobs 
done well before time; and someone who is never late for anything?  Or are you someone 
who leaves things to the last minute; works right up to the deadline; and catches the bus or 
train with moments to spare?  Or maybe you are somewhere in the middle? 
One of the things that Bishop Ruth and I enjoy doing, is writing these articles each month for 
parish magazines and newsletters.  It gives us a chance to keep in touch with people across 
the diocese and to share the things that are in our hearts and minds as the year unfolds.  
The only drawback is that we have to write these articles well in advance, so that they reach 
magazine editors and church administrators in good time.  The problem is, of course, that 
things may change in all sorts of ways between us writing them and you reading them.  I am 
particularly conscious of that this month, as we are in the midst of the Coronavirus 
pandemic.  Things are changing very fast and it is hard to know what the next few weeks will 
bring.  That inevitably brings with it a certain degree of uncertainty to some of us, especially 
those who are isolated and cut off, may be feeling anxious for ourselves or for others.  
My hope throughout this time of ‘lockdown’ is that although some of us may have felt 
physically isolated from each other, that we have not felt socially or spiritually isolated.  
Indeed, I have been truly amazed and encouraged by all the stories I have heard of people 
caring for each other, phoning each other and going shopping for those who cannot get out 
to buy the food they need.  At this stage, none of us knows quite how and when this virus 
will eventually be brought under control.  However, I do hope that when we get to the stage 
that restrictions can be safely lifted and we begin to go out and shop as we did before, that 
things will be different.  Many of us have had difficulty buying the food we wanted.  Some of 
us have had to rely on others for our daily needs.  We have had to learn new ways to pray 
and keep in touch with others in our churches and communities.  We have had to trust, 
hope, and look out for our neighbours, especially those who are particularly vulnerable.  We 
have been humbled by the courage and dedication of those who work in the NHS and care 
homes and all who as ‘key workers’ have worked tirelessly to look after and provide for us.  
Jesus taught us to ‘Love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our 
mind’ and ‘to love our neighbours as ourselves’.  My hope and prayer is that as we emerge 
from this pandemic, that we and our communities may be a more compassionate, more 
generous, more grateful.  And may we all have discovered what it is to know, in a deeper 
way, the peace and the presence of God. 
May the peace and the joy of the Risen Lord be with you. 

Bishop Peter, Bishop of Bath and Wells 
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Family-owned Local Qualified Florist

Friendly, Personalised Service
Arrangements, Bouquets & Gifts

Weddings • Funerals • All Special Occasions
Same Day Local & Nationwide Deliveries

Interflora Member

Tel: 01278 784446
www.rosemarysflorist.co.uk

5 Regent Street, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 1AX

ROSEMARY’S FLORIST
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ALL YOUR
UNDERGROUND TANKS AND DRAINAGE

PRODUCTS
Septic Tanks

Pumping Station
Sewage Treatment Plants

Cesspools
Rainwater Recycling Units

OTHER SERVICES
Free Consultation

Tank and Drainage Installation
Servicing and Breakdown on

Pumping Stations, Treatment Systems etc.
Bespoke Tanks Designed and Manufactured

Exemption/Discharge Obtained
After Sales Support

Tel: 01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk

Adult learner Alex Spencer is studying the AAT 
(Association of Accounting Technicians) Level 3 course 
at BTC. With ten years of practical experience under 
her belt, Alex wants to progress further with her career 
and wants to complete the AAT, with aspirations of 
becoming a Management Accountant. The first step 
in this journey is successfully completing the AAT 
Level 3, then the Level 4, and then progression into 
management.

“The best aspects of learning with BTC have been  
the trust, friendship and the belief that you can do it”, 
she says. 

ALEX SPENCER 
AAT ACCOUNTING  
CASE STUDY

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST www.btc.ac.uk
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Don’t forget the wildlife 
It seems strange, as the countryside bursts in to bud, that many people will not get to 
see this for themselves.  Secret World Wildlife Rescue is still helping wildlife, giving 

advice and attending injured animals.  3 badger cubs are 
already at the centre along with 11 fox cubs and 2 otter 
cubs.  With the orphan season just starting, we are doing 
our best.  A swan on the motorway, another run over near 
Burtle, a duck and ducklings, a badger dragging itself with 
its back legs not working, a young leveret and several 
other orphans needing care are just some of the animals 
that have come in over the last few weeks.  We are 

working on a skeleton staff with no volunteers, which means we will be very busy 
behind the scenes. 
This weekend would have been our Easter Open weekend, one 
of our largest fundraising events in our calendar, but all our 
events have been cancelled for this year.  We appreciate that 
there are many appeals at the moment that take priority, but we 
are holding a virtual ‘Open weekend’ with a virtual pet show, 
half marathon, skipping contest, gardening challenge and a 
Bake a Cake competition.  For just £2 you can enter any of these challenges over 
Easter and help bring in some desperately needed funds to care for the wildlife at 
Secret World.  Visit www.secretworld.org to find the details. 
We would never want to turn an animal away, but with our funding and donations 
dramatically reduced we, like any other business, is wondering how long we can go 
on for.  If you do see a wildlife casualty please ring 01278 783250 before you bring it 
in to care in the first instance so that we can be prepared for the animal’s arrival and 
ensure that the casualty needs to come in to us. 
We shall miss seeing you on our open days, but please watch our face book where 
we hope to have lots of stories as to what is going on at Secret World at this difficult 
time.  Everyone at Secret World hopes you will take care and stay safe. 
 Pauline Kidner 
“200+ Club” April Draw 
The April draw was made by Bob Filmer, witnessed by Parish Hall Committee 
members on Skype!!  The winning numbers were:- 
 

April No. Prize Name   
First Prize 52 

 
£   20 Mr & Mrs A. Castle Brent Street Brent Knoll 

Second Prize 222 £   20 Mr & Mrs I.N. Breed Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 219 £   16 Miss C.M. Wildash Greentrees Avenue Tonbridge 
Fourth Prize 152 £   12 Mrs A.L. Lightfoot Badgworth Somerset 
Fifth Prize 183 £   12 Mrs J.P. Kirkpatrick Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 266 £   10 Miss R.V. Nussey Edinburgh Scotland 
Seventh Prize 356 £     8 Mr P. Rolfe c/o Station Road Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 178 £     6 Mrs J.M. Clements Brent Road East Brent 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the Parish Hall by joining the 200+ Club.  
This will help make sure that our Parish Hall continues to meet the needs of our local 
community and remains at it’s heart. Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator 



Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

R. MILLARD
 SON

PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged

Memorials Supplied

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
ROB HEMBROW

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
01934 732998
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Ecumenical Worship at Brent Knoll Methodist Church 
No meetings until further notice due to Coronavirus. Margaret Trapp 

The Voyager Station 
It is now clear that living in zero gravity on the International Space Station for months, 
has a serious effect on the health of astronauts when they return to earth. 
An American company, Orbital Construction, has recently been set up to build large 
structures on space, the first of which will be the Voyager Space Station. 
Its President, John Bilcow has produced a video describing and showing in detail the 
plans for a circular rotating structure about 500 feet in diameter with 24 habitation 
structures each 65 feet long and 40 feet in diameter holding 400 persons.  
Firstly, they have designed the tools necessary to build such structures. They include 
drones to observe tools drifting away and to capture them, pods to move objects and 
bots (robots) to assemble items. New types of spacesuits called riggers, will enable 
astronauts to work.  A key item is the Structural Trust Assembly Robot (STAR) which 
will automatically build large structures quickly and precisely. 
The Station consists of a central docking hub, with two docking ports to receive 
incoming spaceships, and an outer habitation ring connected to the hub with spokes 
and cross braces rather like the London Eye. Access for personnel to the habitation 
ring from the hub, will be by four main elevator tubes with airlocks. When complete, 
the structure is rotated about 3 times a minute so that the centripetal force produces 
earth like gravity in the habitation units. These are expected to be purchased by 
organisations like Hotel groups, travel companies and even countries. There are 
plans to reduce radiation by water ice surrounding the habitation units and a power 
generated magnetic field to shield the structure from cosmic rays. 
This picture video gives details: - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJ6wwA9wXog. 
Once the Voyager Station is built, Orbital Construction plan mega space structures 
including factories, Solar Power Stations, large telescopes, space hotels and even 
rotating structures housing hundreds and ever thousands of people. 
This may all sound very futuristic and improbable, but we must remember that few 
people watching the Wright brothers’ early attempts to build a flying machine would 
have forecast the multi-billion aircraft industry of 2020 BC (before Coronavirus)! 

David Filmer 
Just for Fun 
While working for an organization that delivers lunches to the elderly, I used to take 
my four-year-old daughter on my afternoon rounds.  She was unfailingly intrigued by 
the various appliances of old age, particularly the canes, walkers and wheelchairs. 
One day I found her staring at a pair of false teeth soaking in a glass.  As I braced 
myself for the inevitable barrage of questions, she merely whispered, “The tooth fairy 
will never believe this!” Sonja Moore 

Front Cover Photos  -  Thanks to Steve Russell for the front cover photos 
this month of the Really BAD Show, it was a really enjoyable evening.   
Also thanks to Isla for all the lovely Rainbows that are now all round the village and on 
the inside cover of this issue of the Brent Knoll News. Bob 
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Our March meeting only just happened before the government’s advice of self-
isolation start date of the following Friday.  As such, we were somewhat thin on the 
ground, but Mr Clifford White gave us his very interesting presentation “Behind the 
Scenes at the ‘Antiques Road Show’”.  Clifford was Floor Manager of the programme 
from its pilot, filmed in Hereford Town Hall in 1977 until his retirement in the year 
2000.  The programme was a follow-up to “Going for a Song” which had starred 
Arthur Negus and he was one of the driving forces for ARS.  With the first series 
being recorded in 1978 for broadcast in 1979, the programme has continued, with a 
variety of presenters and experts until the present day. 
Although there were just over a dozen people present at the meeting, this did not 
prevent the usual tea and cakes and raffle features.   
Dates for forthcoming meetings, well, who can say?  There are currently no plans for 
May or June but we hope to proceed with the 15th July Garden Party.  Further 
information will be disseminated as and when it is available.  We will do our best to 
keep members informed but, if in doubt, you can contact Karen Russell on 01278 
769382 or Ann Robson on 01278 760981. CGR 

WI Craft Group 
Whilst in lockdown, we have not had idle fingers. 
As well as people continuing to knit hats and scarves for Mission to seafarers, we 
have also been knitting pairs of hearts for the ICU department in Swindon hospital.  
One to be given to a dying patient and one to be sent to the grieving families. 
We also are now doing a W.I. initiative of blankets for dementia patients, so they can 
recognise their bed, chair etc. 
We look forward to a time when we can all be knitting and crafting together again. 

Women’s Society 
I am very sorry we have not been able to meet and hope that all of you are keeping 
well and occupying yourselves in this enforced isolation. 
We trust that both Julie and Brenda are feeling much better now. 
Please look after yourselves 
Look forward to seeing you all very soon, Keep Well. Ann 

Women’s Institute 
It was with regret that we had to cancel the April meeting and 
subsequent WI meetings until further notice due to the corona virus.  
Hopefully we will be able to meet again in September and it will probably 
be the AGM.  We will contact you when we know that we can safely 

meet again. 
In the meantime, please stay healthy and be thankful that we live in a village and 
have gardens to potter about in.  Keep smiling. JMG, Brent Knoll WI Committee 
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Misted Up Double Glazed 
Unit Replacement

Broken Glass Repairs

New Work

Mirrors

Telephone
MOBILE 07539 291804

TELEPHONE 01278 794510
EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk

www.hopkinsplumbing.co.uk

No Job Too Sm
all Hopkins Plumbing

& Heating
07740 605507

01278 760710

Boiler and
Fire Servicing

Boiler
Repairs

Landlord Safety
Certi�cate
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Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, dissertations, lea�ets, 
brochures/�iers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc.
Short/Long Term O�ce Support - E�cient, reliable, professional service
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc.

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com
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St Martins 

Brent Knoll House Histories 
European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 42 
Last month I ended by asking what had happened to Sophia, as she is the one person not 
included amongst those mentioned as living in Woodbine Farm in the 1901 census, though 
she does appear there in the 1891 census.  In fact, in 1901, Sophia is shown to be very close 
nearby, between the Harris family in Woodbine Farm and the Baker family, which is known to 
have been in Under Knoll, and she is stated to be “living on own means.”  
Today there is a small “granny-
annexe” situated in the grounds 
of Woodbine Farm (arrowed in 
the first map).  Though it is not 
stated whether this was actually 
the home of Sophia, it does seem 
extremely likely.  Using an on-
line facility, known as “Know 
Your Place,” it is possible to 
overlay an old map (shown 
below) and a modern map 
(above), so it is feasible to tightly 
compare the buildings on each.  
Using that facility, it can be seen 
that some major changes have 
taken place to Woodbine Farm 
over the years.  
The first major change is that a 
part of what were probably some 
of the farm buildings, situated in 
the front garden, against the 
edge of the wall into the 
neighbouring property, have 
now been separated from it and 
a new house, known as St. 
Martins, has been erected there 
(as shown on the top map).  The 
remaining farm buildings now act 
as the border between these two 
properties, but are still part of 
Woodbine Farm. 
Secondly, a sizeable range of 
farm buildings (shown next to 
500 and 656 in the old map) have 
been demolished, though the section abutting the neighbour’s garden is almost certainly the 
basis for the current “granny-annexe,” mentioned above, and one other small building 
appears to have been retained.  Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued 
Overlaying the maps online, the buildings are, 
unfortunately, not quite properly aligned, 
partly because the boundary between 
Woodbine Farm and the next property 
appears to have been modified slightly, but 
more seriously, in this case, because there is 
a problem on the old map where the line 
across it (an old fold?) has distorted the 
alignment somewhat (this is particularly 
apparent in the alignment of a part of the 
farm buildings on the old map).  
Thirdly, a building by the road (near 19), has also gone.  It seems unlikely that this was 
Sophia’s home, as it does not seem to be wide enough for living quarters, so the continuity of 
the “granny-annexe” seems more likely.  There does seem to be a separate entrance from 
the road at this end, which would lead to both of these buildings.  Note that the long “S” 
shapes on the lower map denote that the two areas covered by each of them are part of the 
same property, so Sophia’s home was still technically a part of Woodbine Farm at that time 
as well. 
For local historians the “Know Your Place” site is a goldmine of information concerning how 
things change over time.  Besides the fascinating map detail (for some other locations it gives 
multiple period maps and aerial photos, similar to the Google Earth maps, though not for 
Brent Knoll, unfortunately), it can also provide additional information.  In this case, it notes 
that Woodbine Farm is a Grade II listed building, originally built in the late 18th century.  The 
full Grade II listing is included here and describes it as having Flemish bond brickwork (which 
was standard at that time), a double-Roman tiled roof, with a crested ridge and coped verges, 
and with end chimney stacks.  It continues, “Symmetrical, 2 storeys, 3 bays, 16-pane sash 
windows, brick voussoirs with a central dressed key.  Central door opening, 6-panelled door, 
top 2 panels glazed, flat wooden hood with 2 chamfered wooden columns and wrought-iron 
brackets.  Catslide to rear.”  A “voussoir” is a wedge-shaped tapered element (bricks in this 
case, though they can be stone) used here to form an arch over the window.  At each end 
there is a “springer,” which is supported on the wall, whilst the centre voussoir is the 
“keystone,” (noted here as the “key”) which is often larger than the other voussoirs and can, 
as here, be dressed, or even decorated in some way. 
Where they are available, ancient pictures of places, or the contents of places, can be seen 
on “Know Your Place”.  This is particularly noticeable for places such as the church, which 
have been recorded in this way in the past.  A number of W.W. Wheatley drawings are shown 
there, for instance.  There can also be information regarding the HER (Historic Environment 
Record), supplied by the South West Heritage Trust, though that has no current entries for 
Woodbine Farm.  The HER data base is useful as it contains information about archaeological 
and historical features. John Page 

Just for Fun – Paraprosdokians 
When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Brigade usually uses 
water! Mary Wridgway 

Woodbine Farm, showing the “Granny-annexe” 
to the right 
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Rubish and Recycling Collections 
All recycling sites remain closed due to the health situation, while garden waste and 
bulky waste services are suspended. 
Collections on the next 2020 bank holiday – VE Day on Friday 8th May – will see pick-
ups one day later on Saturday 9th May. 
Residents are being reminded that disruption due to COVID-19, including dozens of 
staff forced to self-isolate, means changes to waste services: 

 All weekly recycling collections as usual but there are no returns for missed 
pick-ups.  Boxes and food waste bins should be put out the following week, 
when those collections will be a priority. 

 Rubbish and clinical waste pick-ups as usual.  If either is missed, report via the 
My Waste Services menu at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk or through council 
customer services - details: https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/contact-us/. 

 Garden waste collections are suspended but 2020-21 subscribers will get a one 
year extension from the date when collections restart 

 Bulky waste collections are suspended. 
 No new container requests can be accepted. 
 All recycling sites remain closed. Materials should be stored and not added to 

rubbish, especially those that could be a fire risk, such as batteries, gas 
canisters and electrical items. 

Residents are urged to help crews work faster and more efficiently to complete their 
rounds with simple steps:  

 Sort and segregate materials without using carrier bags in recycling boxes. 
 Rinse containers and, if safe, flatten or squash everything except glass and 

aerosols. 
 Get boxes and bins out by 7am on collection day and leave out late so crews can 

reach as many homes as possible.  
 Park carefully so waste trucks - and fire engines and ambulances - can get 

through. 
Vital waste safety advice for residents includes: 

 Take care when handling waste, including washing hands before and after 
putting out recycling and rubbish for collection. 

 Put no tissues, cleaning cloths or plastic/latex gloves in recycling.  
 If they have coronavirus symptoms or are in a household with someone 

showing symptoms, they should double bag tissues, gloves and disposable 
cleaning cloths, keep these bags separate from other waste for at least 72 
hours in their home, and then add the bags to their rubbish. 

A Somerset Waste Partnership spokesman said: “As we work hard to maintain and 
improve services in the face of this pandemic, our dedicated crews are doing a 
fantastic job while dozens of their colleagues are forced to self-isolate.  And the crews 
are getting great support from residents - we all appreciate their patience and their 
efforts to ensure recycling is well presented and out on time.” 
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MP to Open Brent Knoll’s “Emergency Shop” – 
from His home! 

“Live” Video Link will be a First for Somerset 
Brent Knoll’s constituency MP, James Heappey, will open an “Emergency Shop” in 
the village at 8.55am on Saturday 18th April, but will not breaching current Covid-19 
rules. 
He will be using a “live” video link on the shop’s new Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BrentKnollEmergencyCommunityShop/ 
“Anyone will be able to watch and listen to the official opening by going to that 
Facebook page”, said John Mathews, a member of the team behind the creation of 
the Emergency Shop, who will be on the video link to cut the ribbon on the MP’s cue. 
The village’s “Emergency Shop” plans to supply newspapers, bread, milk, groceries, 
and vegetable boxes – all provided by local suppliers – and is a response to the 
Covid-19 restrictions on residents unable to get to supermarkets or secure home 
deliveries. 
It is also as a bridge between the recent closure of the village shop and plans for a 
new “community shop”. 
“Our immediate aim is to re-open the closed village shop in Brent Knoll on Saturday 
18th April as an ‘Emergency Shop’, which volunteers will staff for two hours per day (9-
11am) for several days per week.  We now have the support of the Plunkett 
Foundation, which has helped more than 300 other rural community shops to thrive, 
towards our longer-term hope of establishing a Community Shop”, said Mr. Mathews. 
Before the Corona-Virus crisis emerged, Brent Knoll conducted a public consultation 
survey on the concept of creating a “community shop” to replace the now closed 
village shop and Post Office.  More than 150 people responded to that survey, with 
only one opposing the concept. 
42 respondents offered to be volunteers to help run the shop, 26 offered to join the 
Steering Group, 12 people offered their professional skills to the project, and 93 
agreed to become share-buying members at a cost of £50-£100. David Sturgess 

Cryptic Somerset place names Quiz 
1. Chewbacca falls into an opening. 
2. A very heavy tablet. 
3. Looking pleasant in a Devon accent. 
4. Should you get married again and 

again? 
5. Dried grass that’s not in the east. 
6. Pointy bacon. 
7. Tasty cheese. 
8. A large church that’s feeling poorly. 
9. Beef wrapped in pastry. 
10. Leafy green vegetable. 
11. Like a hammered korma. 

12. A settlement that doesn’t like Winter. 
13. Look out! 
14. A district of high end goods  
15. Part of a canal with very little money. 
16. Pipistrelle in a narrow, wooded valley. 
17. Dig a hole to cross a river. 
18. To score an exam paper. 
19. Use a flint at the lowest river level. 
20. A peanut sweet that’s been burnt in a 

fire. 
The Rambler 
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Dear Friends, 
We live in strange times.  When you read this, I don’t know what the 
situation will be regarding the spread or control of the Coronavirus.  
However, we’ve all had a great deal on which to reflect.  Life can 
never be the same again – although some semblance of reality will 
return for most of us.  
The church buildings have been closed.  That was quite a big decision to make, but 
one for the good of all.  Even allowing private prayer would have presented an 
unnecessary risk – as my grandfather used to say, “What if everybody did it?”  We 
could not have maintained cleanliness and guaranteed safety.  
However, God does not live in the buildings.  Although the buildings were locked, the 
church did not close.  Church life and fellowship has continued unabated.  We soon 
established a network of prayer-mails and snail-mails with ideas for worship and 
prayer.  Social media came into its own.  We put out links to services online and also 
provided printed materials for those not online to use at home.  Many people found a 
new routine of worshipping Our Lord every Sunday in a virtual church, recognising the 
need for fellowship and mutual support, without which it is hard to maintain a living 
faith.  
At the same time, the villages and church worked hard to make sure everyone’s 
needs were met, especially those who were isolated or needing particular assistance.  
This all represents what God’s church really is.  It is a family regularly worshipping 
and praying together, giving mutual support whatever comes along.  Secondly, it is a 
motley group of ordinary people serving their neighbours as Jesus’ hands and feet.  
Of course, we all look forward to meeting again in the church buildings.  They are 
special places, with the historicity of hundreds of years of the presence faithful 
worshippers etched into the stones.  They are fantastic meeting places.  But they only 
become special holy buildings when the worship breaks out, as it has had to, and 
lives out a practical faith in the world outside.  
What are your thoughts on all this?  What is “the church” to you? 
With my very best wishes, 

 
Revd Kevin Wright, Priest-in-Charge, The Parish of Three Saints 

Now where did that come from? 
‘Being fired:’ 
The expression used to be told you have lost your job, goes way back.  Prior to the 
invention of the common tool-box, tradesmen would carry their tools in a sack, so if 
you lost your employment you were given your sack of tools back, hence given the 
sack. 
However, for miners in the coal, tin or copper industries, if caught stealing they would 
have their own tools, confiscated and burnt at the pit head in front of all the shift 
workers and that meant the banished offender would be unable to find other work.  
This burning of tools became known as firing the tools, or being fired. 
More next time Roger Ward
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David Bolland Videos 
David Bolland was a well-known resident of Brent Knoll from 1971 until his death in 2012, at 
the age of 93.  Within the village he had been Chairman of the Parish Council for 5 years, 
President of the local branch of the Royal British Legion for 16 years and a churchwarden for 
14 years, plus becoming a founder member of the St. Michael’s Brent Knoll Trust and 
trustee for 13 years.  His great passion, however, was filming and he had an enviable 
reputation recording Kathakali, a form of Indian dance from the SW of India, where he had 
spent many years in charge of a tea plantation prior to his retirement.  He also produced a 
book detailing the dress and complex symbolism of the dance form, which has become the 
definitive work on the subject in English. 
During his time in Brent Knoll, he took video recordings of many village functions, including 
Village Fêtes, British Legion Remembrance parades and services, school events, including 
a Christingle, some Harvest Suppers and local garden parties.  Some time ago he had made 
videos of these available in the village, but, as with all videos, the quality of the tapes 
deteriorated over time and most are very difficult to view now.  It had been hoped that David 
could transpose them onto DVDs, but this had to take second place to those which had 
recorded, often uniquely, some of the great practitioners of the Indian Kathakali, and he was 
unable to achieve the local copying prior to his demise. 
Recently, however, his daughter, Diana Phillips, contacted me to tell me that she had been 
able to make some online versions available and these are of better quality than the taped 
versions.  From an historical point of view these recordings, known as “Brent Knoll People”, 
are particularly valuable as they show many residents of the village, some who are still with 
us (though a little older!) and others who have passed away some time ago.  If anyone 
would like to look at them, they are on YouTube, and can be found using the following keys: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAeDtmjH-DU from 1971 to 1982 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrlDQBzyIk4 from 1984 to 1990 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_l1sDCTMr2s   from 1990 to 1994 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MsdomFj7UDc from 1994 to 1995 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8hSPlGHg18   from 1996 to 1996 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IUBpyg-4x0    1997 
The last one starts with an _ after the / and ends with a numeric zero.  The l is a small L and 
all small letters and capitals should be copied exactly as shown. (These may be easier via 
the online version of the Brent Knoll News at http://brentknollvillage.co.uk/BKnews/latest.pdf 
or simply enter “Brent Knoll People” into your browser or YouTube) 
It is hoped to have a few different recordings available in the near future, including the 
Festival of Poppies and the Queens Jubilee celebrations from June 2002, plus a school 
production of Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat from the year 2000. 
It is good to have these recordings as an addition to our history of the village, but besides 
enjoying seeing some old friends, you could also do some valuable detective work by noting 
the names of anyone you recognise.  Historical pictures of any kind are so much more 
valuable if the people in them are recognisable to future generations.  Some are people I 
know, some are even still living in the village, so should be easily identified, but others are 
merely faces, unless they can be given specific names.  If you can help to identify people in 
the recordings (yourself when younger or others you knew), please do record the exact time 
within the recording, which you will see below the screen image (you can pause and replay 
to make it more exact) and, wherever possible give some feature(s) which will uniquely 
identify the named person.  Please do let me have a copy, either online at 
myrtle.bk@gmail.com or on paper at Myrtle Cottage in Battleborough Lane. 
I have downloaded copies of all six recordings and will shortly have another hard copy which 
will be kept in the Village Archive held at the Parish Hall. 
Finally, our grateful thanks to Diana for providing the village with this valuable record. J Page 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
13th June Village Fête –Cancelled 17th October Harvest Supper – ‘Stop Cocks’ 
18th July  ‘Six Machine’ on the Green 
Next meeting – Monday, 11th May at 7.30pm including AGM online via Zoom! 
  S Few 

Nature Diary – May 
This Lockdown began in earnest on March 23rd.  In Brent Knoll we have been 
extremely lucky to have such a wonderful opportunities to get out into the countryside 
for our daily exercise.  I have enjoyed looking at wildlife in a more relaxed way as I 
climb the Knoll.  My exercise route has even allowed me to start recording butterflies 
on my regular transect.  The only problem is that Butterfly Conservation has 
suspended the official recording programme, so I have to keep my own records for 
the present. 
So far the weather has been excellent for early butterflies with particularly good 
numbers of peacocks.  A red admiral appeared on Brent Knoll on my first walk.  You 
might think it is too early for a migrant from the continent but some red admirals 
overwinter in our extremely mild winter.  It is also good to see Holly blues around.  I 
tend to see these in our garden rather than open country. 
Insects are emerging in significant numbers as well.  I have tried to identify some of 
the flies and bumble bees that fly around the bank below the church.  However, my 
identification skills are limited in this area, so correct identification is not easy.  One 
insect that I have seen everywhere is the beefly.  This is a brown furry insect with a 
long narrow proboscis that hovers over the ground and then suddenly slips sideways 
rather like Harrier jump jet talking avoidance action.  It is a fly not a bee and it has 
nasty predatory habits.  It lays its eggs in the burrows of solitary bees and the hatched 
larvae migrate to the bee’s nest and consume the bee larvae over the Summer.  
Come the Spring, it’s a beefly that emerges rather than solitary bees. 
The primroses in St Michael’s churchyard probably provide the best display in the 
village.  They began flowering in late February this year, were at their peak in mid-
March and were still in bloom at Easter.  Cowslips are now flowering on the Knoll, but 
buttercups have yet to put in an appearance.  The patch of sweet white violets just 
inside the National Trust gate to the Knoll is now over but, if one looks carefully, there 
are hairy violets in the grassy banks on the ramparts.  One thing I have missed this 
year is visiting our Somerset woodlands to survey the Spring flowers, but they will still 
be there next year. 
Finally, our daily walk takes us past the Ball Copse Hall pond with it’s new Japanese 
bridge.  This pond attracts a heron regularly, but what was one doing standing thirty 
metres away from the pond looking steadfastly at the ground?  The answer is that 
herons don’t just eat fish, and it could have been looking for a wide range of small 
prey such as frogs, toads and slugs.  I once saw one take a baby coot from its nest, 
and swallow it whole! 
 Ged 
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Brent Knoll residents vote to launch a Community Shop 
The closure of Brent Knoll’s village shop prompted more than 150 households to respond 
to a survey questionnaire, exploring the potential for the creation of a community shop. 
146 of those respondents supported the idea of a community shop to replace the now 
closed village shop and Post Office (i.e.82%). Only one respondent opposed the idea. 
42 respondents agreed to be volunteers, to spend time as unpaid workers to staff a 
community shop, while 93 respondents also confirmed their willingness to invest between 
£50 and £100 to become share-holding investors in a community shop. 
26 respondents declared their willingness to join the project’s steering group, while 12 
people offered their professional skills to the concept. 
“This is an amazing response to our online and paper questionnaires”, said David 
Sturgess – a member of the initial steering group. 
“Unfortunately, this venture coincides with the national Covid-19 crisis, so we are unable 
to hold the public meeting that we had planned as the next step”, said Mr Sturgess. 
“Right now, it is important that we report the results of this public consultation process.  
Those results tell us that there is ample scope to talk to the Plunkett Foundation – the 
national charity that has helped more than 300 villages to convert their closed village 
shops into successful community shops”, he said. 
Meanwhile, the steering group for this Brent Knoll initiative is eager to respond to the 
current corona-virus crisis. 
“While we progress the results of our survey with the Plunkett Foundation, we’re trying to 
work with our Parish Council to ask the 42 people who put themselves forward as 
volunteers to support the council’s scheme to provide support for people affected by the 
corona-virus rules in our village.   
“By providing volunteer support for people who have needs in this village, we can provide 
a ‘bridge’ between the loss of our village shop and the creation of a community shop”, 
said Mr Sturgess. David Sturgess 
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Your May 2020 Sudokus 
 N H S Sudoku (1) N H S Sudoku (2) 
 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 9    3     
 

B 7 8   9        
C 4  6  5   9  
 

D 1   6 8  7  9 
 

E 3  7  4 1 5   
 

F   9   7  6  
 

G   8 5 6 4   3 
 

H   3   9 8  4 
 
I   1   3  2  

 

Bob and I have been applauding the NHS, Care and Nursing Homes at 8pm on Thursday 
nights, as have many of you, for the brave, dedicated and compassionate work their staff are 
doing in putting their own lives at risk during this time of National Emergency.  So, this 
month my friend Klaus Brenner and I have designed some special Sudokus to honour their 
devotion.  Of the many we produced, the first is from me and the second from Klaus.  We 
hope that you think about our heroic nurses, doctors and carers when you solve them. 
13 solutions came in for the Easter Sudokus.  Comments were: Much enjoyed these three 
‘lockdown’ puzzles.  No. 1 took about 4 minutes while No. 2 was a good exercise.” - “thank 
you so much for this.  Stay safe!” – “Thank you for all your extra work this month.” – “Thank 
you for these Sudokus we really enjoyed doing them.” Solutions came from: - Klaus Brenner, 
Jenny Butters, Pauline Chadwick, Peter Filmer, Christine Hall, Mac Hares, Liz Ibrahim, Chris 
Marsh, Frankie and Geoff New, John Spiers, Ted Toon, and Jo Wright.  
Please send entries in to david@flockman.com or to 48 Brent Street. Let’s see how many 
we receive!   David Filmer 
The solution to last month’s Three Crosses Sudokus are below: -:- 
 Three Crosses Sudoku (1) Three Crosses Sudoku (2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 1   6      
 

B 3 6  4    1     
C 9  5 2   4  3 
 

D 2   7   9   
 

E  3   4   8  
 

F  9   2    5 
 

G  8 2 5 1  3  9 
 

H  5   6   2  
 
I  1   9     

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 9 8 1 7 3 2 4  5 6 
 

B 7 3 5  4 9 6 8 2 1 
   

C 4   2 6 1 5 8 3  9 7 
 

D 1 4 2 6  8 5 7 3 9 
 

E 3 6 7  9 4 1 5 8 2 
 

F 8 5 9 3 2 7 1 6 4 
 

G 2 1 8 5 6 4 9 7 3 
 

H 5 7 3 2 1 9 6 4 8 
 
J 6 9 4 8 7 3 2 1 5 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 8 1  9 7 4 6 2  5 3 
 

B 3  2 7 8 9 5 1 6 4 
 

C 5 4 6 1 3 2 9 7 8 
 

D 9 6 5 2  8 3 7 4 1 
 

E 2 7  3 6 1 4 5 8 9 
 

F 4 8 1 9 5 7 6 3 2 
 

G  3 8 5 6 9 4 2 7 
 

H 7 5 4 3 2 1 8 9 6 
 
J 6 9 2 4 7 8 3 1 5 
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
Regretfully we will not be having any meetings in May, June, July and August. 
Meanwhile, enjoy your gardens and keep safe. Mariette Denison 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“My wife is thinking of getting some chickens!” 

“What does she want, to eat or lay eggs!” 
“I’d reminded her there are about 52 Billion chickens in this world at the 

moment, and half the meat eaten in this country at any time is chicken, most of 
them female!” 

“I won’t say a word, I’ve gone off chicken!” 
Eden Revisited 
I cannot go where I would go 
Just stay within my comfy home  
There's no traffic in the road so 
All is peace no mobility 
I laze beneath the rustling tree 
The sun bright in the summer blue 
It's rays fall warmly down on me 
All is peace and tranquillity 
The fox lies still amid the heather 
Basking in the early sunshine 
Nose and tail are joined together 
All is peace and security 
 

The toads and frogs swim in the pond 
They join together and splash apart 
The magic wrought by nature's wand 
All is peace and spontaneity 
Late at night the shy badger hunts 
Digs the ground for tasty morsels 
Shows his pleasure with muffled grunts 
All is peace and sufficiency 
Hedgehogs, birds, bees and butterflies 
Welcomed to this second Eden 
Across from countryside it lies 
This is just my Brent Knoll garden 

JMS 2020 

Just A Thought 
“To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow”. 

Sally Wingate
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Edward Symes Chest Tomb 
When this project started, the remaining inscription on the Grade 2 Listed Monument 
was in danger of flaking off and the Tomb showed signs of being unstable as the 
South side was leaning over.  
This could have been corrected so that it could be enjoyed by future generations to 
see and admire and also made safe for a sum of £1780 plus VAT, however it then 
came to that this type of repair would not be allowed, and that the Tomb should be 
“conserved”. 
This tripled the cost so that a Grant would be required to carry out the work.  
To obtain a Grant I felt that it is necessary that the St Michael’s Church Authority was 
100% behind the project.  This had been the case up to recently when I received an 
email from The Parish of the Three Saints stating that they were unable to give me 
their 100% support but would remain neutral, neither supporting nor opposing the 
proposed work.  
At the same time this meant that The Friends of St Michael’s would not be providing 
the Faculty from the DAC which was necessary for the work to be carried out.  For me 
to do it would mean additional expenditure and I was not willing to commit to this.  
I therefore decided to recommend to the Parish Council that this project is not 
continued with.  
This decision was agreed with at the meeting on 4th March 2020.  
I would like once more to thank those people/organisations who have supported me 
over the last two years.  
Following my decision, I was asked to pass all of my information to two members of 
the Church Congregation who showed an interest in taking the project forward.  
I was only too pleased to do this and have said that I would only too pleased to 
provide any additional support.  George Brown 
Thought for the day.  
This has opened up the debate regarding “Listed Monuments”.  Do we:-  
Let them deteriorate until they fall down and any inscription cannot be read, or 
Replace parts with modern inscription panels or “Conserve” at a much higher cost. GB 

V.E. and V.J. Day Celebrations 
In support of the celebrations by the British Legion for VE Day (May 8th) and VJ Day 
(August 15th) the Parish Council would like to suggest that parishioners might like to 
prepare hanging baskets and/or window boxes/troughs in which to plant red, white 
and blue flowers or even put up red, white and blue bunting.  
We hope that as many of you as possible will take part in this important and 
memorable celebration and add colour to the village to celebrate 75 years of peace. 

Just for Fun – Paraprosdokians 
A bus is a vehicle that runs twice as fast when you are after it as when you are in it!
 Mary Wridgway 
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St Michael’s Church – Update on our re-roofing project 
So much has happened in the past few months that I have had difficulty keeping track on 
the updates that I have sent to the Editor on our re-roofing project.  Looking back through 
previous BKNs I can now see that the last communication was published in the January 
edition.  In that update I highlighted the fact that we had succeeded in raising £15k as a 
result of our Save Our Special Ceiling Appeal.  I mentioned in the last sentence of my 
last report that we were preparing a grant application to the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund.  This was submitted in the first week in February. 
I can now report that we have succeeded in obtaining a grant from NLHF for £39k.  
Most of this (£30k) will go towards the cost of the building work, and the rest (£9k) 
will go towards a community involvement project. 
We have also been successful in our application to the Nuttall Trust who has 
awarded us £8k towards the building work. 
We would like to thank both NLHF and the Nuttall Trust for their extremely 
generous contributions to the building costs. 
There are two further grant applications in the “pipeline”, and these are to obtain 
what is known as Match Funding.  The first is to Wolfson Church Care.  They have 
awarded us £3k which is subject to confirmation at their Board meeting in June.  
The second is to Garfield Weston for £5k and, as I write, we are awaiting news of 
this application. 
By the terms of the NLHF grant, we shall not be able to obtain release of funds 
until June, but we should soon be in a position to plan our building work for the 
Summer. 
As a condition of any grant given for Heritage building, NLHF specify that there must be a 
follow up community involvement project.  We have given our project the title of 
Promoting Education About Church Heritage or PEACH for short.  This project will last 
until December 2022 and will be built around four strands: 
• Working with local children to use St Michael’s Church as a focus for 

understanding the Christian Heritage of the building and its churchyard.  This will 
involve local groups such as Brent Knoll Primary School, Tadpoles pre-school, 
Brent Knoll Guides, Brownies and Rainbows. 

• Developing an Information Library to support this involvement.  This library will be 
incorporated into a website that will be available to the general public. 

• Involving local people with an interest in arts and crafts in the heritage of St 
Michael’s Church.  Various key groups will be invited to participate in an exhibition 
at St Michael’s church in Summer 2021. 

• Involving local people in the natural world of St Michael’s churchyard through an 
Open Day in Spring 2021. 

• Creating an opportunity for our local bell ringers to showcase the church bells. 
We will be updating readers through the columns of the BKN to publicise events as they 
occur over the next few months and years. Ged 

BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
During the difficult times at the start of the coronavirus scare, we tried to keep the 
courts open as long as we could. 
However, lockdown has meant that the tennis club is closed, and will remain so, until 
government restrictions are eased. 
The Annual General Meeting, usually held in April, has been postponed and the new 
coaching programme put on hold until we see light at the end of the tunnel. Alison Hillyer 
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lovere
YYoouurr  uupphhoollsstteerreedd  ffuurrnniittuurree  mmaayy  bbee  llooookkiinngg  aa  lliittttllee  ttiirreedd,,  
bbuutt  yyoouu  ccaann  ffaallll  iinn  lloovvee  wwiitthh  iitt  aallll  oovveerr  aaggaaiinn  wwhheenn  yyoouu 

ggeett  iitt  rree--uupphhoollsstteerreedd  bbyy  FFuurrnniittuurree  CCaarree  CCeennttrree..

CCaallll  ttooddaayy  ttoo  aarrrraannggee  aa  hhoommee  vviissiitt  aanndd  ffrreeee,,  nnoo  
oobblliiggaattiioonn  qquuoottaattiioonn..  

Call 07825 852285 
oorr  eemmaaiill  ffcccc@@ccaasstteellaannggrroouupp..ccoomm

Furniture Care Centre is part of the Castelan Group. Alpha House, Sunnyside Road North, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 3QY

 
 
 
 

Serving Food All Day 
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
(Sunday lunch – Bookings 

advisable) 
14 Hotel Bedrooms 

Function Rooms available for 
Private Hire, Parties, Weddings, 

Christenings, Business Meetings or 
Private Dining 

Children’s Play Area  - Dog Friendly  
-  Outside Garden 

Seating Available in our 
Restaurant, Bar or Diner 

Tel 01278 760 008   -   Website: 
www.foxandgooseinn.com 

We look forward to seeing you …… 
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Brian’s Almost a Close Run Thing! 
At 3am on Wednesday 8th April I was rushed to Taunton hospital with an extreme 
coughing fit and asthma, chest infection, thinking the worst.  I was given some 
medication, ventilators which eased things a bit, then put in a converted maternity 
ward on my own!  In the rush I had no mobile, no iPad, no wallet, no books, no 
appetite, no pictures just nurses walking past checking on me through a window.  I felt 
like a museum exhibit on a desert island.  Time really crawled.  I could do nothing. 
Needless to say the doctors and nursing staff were beyond brilliant and went about 
their very dangerous job with the utmost cheerfulness and kindness.  The Thursday 
seemed like a year in my life but, by this time, the family had managed to get me my 
mobile and iPad etc. so I didn't feel quite so isolated. 
Then came the blessed relief, I was negative for Corona virus and, provided all went 
well with my tests, I could go home on Saturday 11th.  The doctor said to me quite 
disarmingly “You are safer at home isolating yourself than you would be here in 
hospital.”  Judy and I had been isolating ourselves well before the initial request. 
Such an experience makes you really appreciate the family and friends even more.  
But on a wider canvas, how much we should value the NHS and its workers.  When 
this is all over on that halcyon day, let’s hope the government continues to value and 
reassess its support of the NHS. Brian Freestone 
Spring Quiz Answers 

1) Stamford Bridge 
2) Houses of York and Lancaster 
3) False 
4) Cymru 

5) Pomegranate 
6) Armagnac 
7) Skip 
8) West Bromwich Albion 

Roy Ainsworth 
Crossword 
Across  -   
  1) Western Roll 
  8) Leas 
10) Aldermen 
11) Lass 
12) Oath 
13) Eel 
15) RNLI 
16) Addles 
20) Steam 
22) Oboes 
23) Inapt 

24) Belts 
25) Erred 
29) Rotary 
33) Omar 
34) She 
35) Asps 
37) Rule 
38) Umbrella 
39) Sire 
40) Intercepted 
 
 

Down  - 
  2) Exalt 
  3) Erased 
  4) Noodle 
  5) Lemons 
  6) Floor 
  7) India 
  9) Sahara 
14) Elizabeth 
17) Smote 
18) Ether 
19) Peter 

21) Miser 
26) Royals 
27) Locum 
28) Carbon 
30) Ostler 
31) Aerate 
32) Asset 
36) Seine 
 

 
Roy Ainsworth 

Holidays 2020 
We need to be inventive this year about our holiday destinations so some suggestions 
below:- 
 Las Kitchenas 
 Los Lounges 
 Santa Bedroomas 
 Porto gardenas 

Los Bed 
Costa del Balconia  
St Bathroom  
La Rotonda de Sofa Owen Cullwick
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National Theatre – One Man, Two Guvnors 
The National are putting on their site a play each week while lockdown is with us, on 
Thursdays.  Live performances recorded before the problems. 
I was put in touch with this by a friend in East Brent, who gave me the link, but if you  put in 
National theatre.org.uk, I’m sure you will come up with the right place. 
James Corden was the lead in this play, and what a good job he made of it, brilliant.  Timing 
impeccable (comedians are good at timing) and he moved about the stage so quickly, at one 
point when it was practically a farce (meant to be) he had the speed of a gazelle! 
He was a “minder” to a gangster, except it was the twin of the gangster, who has been killed 
by a rather posh boarding-school type.  Dressed in the dead man’s clothes, not supposed to 
be recognised, the gangster’s killer turned out to be the boarding school type - told you it 
was a bit of a farce! - who then turned up and hired James Corden as his “minder”,  Thus 
one man, two guvnors, and all the ingredients for a run around play. 
Other cast members were equally good in their parts, well cast - one in particular, playing a 
waiter of 80-odd!! was helping to serve a 3/4 course meal, bringing things up the stairs for 
James to serve to his bosses, in two separate rooms,  Recipe for laughs, especially as this 
waiter suffered from a shaking illness (remember two soups) and kept getting doors 
slammed into him as he stood behind them, so wobbled all over the stage, before falling 
down the stairs.  A professional tumbler, I think. 
There was a fair bit of audience participation, orchestrated by James Corden very cleverly, 
his ad-libbing was brilliant, especially over a hummus sandwich!  If you do manage to find 
the play somewhere, make sure you watch right to the end, when the curtain calls are taken, 
and find that one particular lady from the audience was actually a member of the cast.  That 
was well done, kept you guessing until the end, and you were relieved for her! Pauline 
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     PLUMBING 
 BY GEORGE Ltd! 

 302969 Brent Knoll  
 Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside 

taps, Shower replacements, etc. 
 Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades 
 Boiler servicing 

Tel:  07813 321 197 
Company number: 9523398 
A company registered in England & Wales 
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• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents 
• WIFI

 • Fully equipped holiday cottages also 
available for house moves, relocation

 • Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available 
• Used touring caravans for sale

 • Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold 
Registered (G&S Storage)

Near Weston-Super-Mare,  
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

Country Retreat Set in 
the Heart of Somerset

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com

www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

DulhornHoliday DulhornFarmHP

a5-landscape.indd   1 07/12/2017   22:03
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In the storm 

in the storm 
there is joy 
with You 
in Your presence 
  in my heart 
    in time spent 
delighting 
in You 
  in Your words 
    in Your love 
there is peace 
with You 
in surrendering  
  my mind 
    in prayer 
with You 
in gratitude 
  in praise 
     abiding  
with You 
in control 
there is joy 
in the storm. 

Turn to me 

Turn to me 
When your heart is broken 
Turn to me  
When the pain won’t go 
Give to me 
Your failures and fears 
Turn to me 
Let your tears flow 
As they fall 
So my love in you 
Grows deeper 
And so 
Again and again  
Turn to me. 

Fellowship 
At first is a cross. 
Where light and warmth  
call to our restless hearts. 
Come and sit 
Spend some time…. 
with me. 
Share… 
your needs and problems, 
your cares and tears 
and I will hear 
       I will hear. 
You are not alone. 
And as we sit  
and share, 
we feel the warmth within 
and… 
together… 
slowly… 
the edges blur. 
We touch and are touched  
and find strength, 
in our togetherness 
in his love 
and we hear  
       we hear 
And We are not alone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Corin 

A collection of Corin’s poems entitled “Loved Loving Love” are  now on Amazon here 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=corin+filmer&ref=nb_sb_noss 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY 
The monthly Parish Surgery will be discontinued until meetings resume, however 
please do phone or email the clerk if you have any issues that you need to discuss. 

Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Mobile Tel 07917 445 215 
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Useful Village Contacts: Contact e-mail Telephone 
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll Revd. Kevin Wright priest.tpots@gmail.com 760844 
Parochial Church Council, Secretary, Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Administrator Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Warden Miss Frances James  760287 
 Mike Smith   760691 
Church Cleaners Weit Harper  760803 
Church Flowers Mrs Marion Vining  760612 
Poppy Organiser Mrs Sally Wingate  760610 
Brass Cleaners Miss Frances James  760287 
Methodist Church,  Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk 784808 
 Janet Southwell  760445 
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers  783920 
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright, 422703 
Member of Parliament James Heappey James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk  01749 343255 
County Councillor Bob Filmer   BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk 760760 
District Councillor Bob Filmer   bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk 760760 
 Andrew Gilling  andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk 01934 750580 
Parish Council, Clerk Owen Cullwick clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  07917 445215 
 Chairman  Colin Townsend colinstownsend@me.com 760226 
 Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett andreah@sentinor.com 760099 
 Footpath Contact  Cynthia Trivett–Bill cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com  760198 
Parish Hall Booking Secretary  Jenny Butters  jenny.butters@onetel.com  760477 
 Bazaar  Eddie Fuller  eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308 
 Chairman  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Secretary  Sandra Few  sjfizzard@aol.com 760451 
Doctor  Dr S L Aung   760313 
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline        111 
Western Power Distribution Power Cut?  105 
WRVS Prescription Service   760313 
Brent Knoll Primary School Chris Burman office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk  760546 
Toddlers Group   Jane Hannah timothyhannah@aol.com 760629 
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School Cathy Hurley  769126 
Village Shop   Caroline Chennells  760225 
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)    
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor  Bob Filmer bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Distribution  Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308 
Police Non-Emergency Number         101 
Rhyne Problems   Lower Axe Draining Board 789906 
Village Agent  Kim Wilcox  Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk 07943 555519 
National Trust Honorary Ranger Ged Keele   769010 
Village Societies:  
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)  Sarah Joyce   787493 
Cancer Research Campaign   t.b.c. 
Conservative Branch  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
Ecumenical Group  Revd. Margaret Trapp   760573 
Good Companions  Mrs Ann Robson   760981 
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows Jane Sinnott  jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk  
Horticultural Society (Burnham)    t.b.c. 
Royal British Legion  Rod Southwell   760445 
Short Mat Bowling Club Alan Castle   760424 
Table Tennis Club  John Mathews  07414 868333 
Tennis Club   Alison Hillyer   01934 815407 
Women’s Institute  Janet Southwell   760445 
Women’s Society  Julie Baker   751229 
E&OE 
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You will see below that the Diary for May has been rather reduced by Coronavirus 
precautions and self-distancing!!  Bob 

Diary for May Page 
  3rd Online Service with Revd Kevin Wright each Sunday via YouTube 10.00am 3 
  6th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
  8th VE Day   39 
11th Parish Hall Committee meeting Online   8.00pm 31 
13th SORT IT+ Recycling & No Green Waste  Your House   Early!!  
15th Deadline for May Brent Knoll News  12.00 noon 50 
20th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
27th SORT IT+ Recycling & No Green Waste  Your House   Early!!  

Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then 
why not share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your 
article interesting. 
Deadline for the June 2020 Issue –  
All contributions to be received by noon on Friday 15th May, to:- bob@flockman.com  
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of 
individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or the 
standpoint of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any 
contribution. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
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Come and see us at Burnham Swim & Sports Academy, Berrow Rd

www.centralsomersetphysio.co.uk

Please visit us online or 
call to make a booking
01278 785221 

enquiries@centralsomersetphysio.co.uk

Chartered Physiotherapists Liz & Andy Gardner 
are HCPC & CSP registered 

to assess and treat a variety of injuries 
Sports injuries & massage

Acupuncture • Back pain & sciatica
Joint & muscle pains • Neck pain & headaches

Registered with all major insurance providers  



A WINNING
COMBINATION
LEAFLETS
BUSINESS CARDS 
BOOKLETS
FLYERS
BUSINESS FORMS
LETTERHEADS 
BROCHURES
POSTERS
TICKETS
MENUS
INVITATIONS
and more

call 01278 423637
Herswell Business Park Salmon Parade Bridgwater TA6 5PY

email sales@bwwprint.co.uk visit www.bwwprint.co.uk


